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1 . This international preliminary examination report has been prepared by this International Prdiminary 
Examining Authority and is transmitted to the applicant according to Article 36. 

2. This REPORT consists of a total 0*3- sheets * including this cover sheet. 

□ This report is also accompanied by ANNEXES, i.e. , sheets of the description, claims and/or drawings 
which have been amended and are the* basis for mis report and/or sheets containing rectifications made 
before this Authority (see Rule 70. 16 and Section 607 of the Adnnmstrarive Instructions under the PCT). 

These annexes consist of a total of sheets. 



3. This report contains indications relating to the following items: 



I [XJ Basis of the report 

H O Priority 

in O Non-establishment of report with regard to novelty, inventive step and industrial apphcability 

IV LZ1 Lar^ of unity of invention 

V 13 Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) wimrega^ 

applicability; citations and explanations supporting such statement 

VI [IH Certain documents cited 

VII {^\ Certain defects in the international application 

Vm QJ Certain observations on the international application 
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INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY EXAMINATION REPORT 



International application No. 
PCT/US03/10080 



I. Basis of the report 



1 . With regard to the elements of the international application: * 
the international application as originally filed, 
the description: 

pages 1-6 as originally filed 

pages NONE , filed with the demand 

pages NONE , filed with the letter of 



the claims : 

pages 7 r as originally filed 

pages NONE , as amended (together with any statement) under Article 19 

pages NONE , filed with the demand 

pages NONE , filed with the letter of . 

the drawings: 

pages U3 t as originally filed 

pages NONE , filed with the demand 

pages NONE , filed with the letter of 

f~1 the sequence listing part of the description: 

pages NONE t as originally filed 

pages NONE , filed with the demand 

pages NONE , filed with the letter of _ 



2. With regard to the language, all the elements marked above were available or furnished to this Authority in the 
language in which the international application was filed, unless otherwise indicated under this item. 
These elements were available or furnished to this Authority in the following language which is: 

| | the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of international search (under Rule23.1(b)). 

| | the language of publication of the international application (under Rule 48.3(b)). 

| | the language of the translation furnished for the purposes of international preliminary examination(under Rules 
55.2 and/or 55.3). 

3. With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application, the 
international preliminary examination was carried out on the basis of the sequence listing: 

| | contained in the international application in printed form. 

| | filed together with the international application in computer readable form. 

| | furnished subsequently to this Authority in written form. 

1 | furnished subsequently to this Authority in computer readable form. 

| | The statement that the subsequently furnished written sequence listing does not go beyond the disclosure in the 

international application as filed has been furnished. 
| | The statement that the information recorded in computer readable form is identical to the written sequence listing 

has been furnished 

4. The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of 

I 1 the description, pages NONE 
| | the claims, Nos. NONE 
I | the drawings, sheets/fig NONE 

5 . \^\ This report has been established as if (some of) the amendments had not been made, since they have been considered to go 

beyond the disclosure as filed, as indicated in the Supplemental Box (Rule 70.2(c)).** 
* Replacement sheets which have been furnished to the receiving Office in response to an invitation under Article 1 4 are referred to in 
Ms report as "originally filed" and are not annexed to this report since they do not contain amendments (Rules 70.16 and 70.17). 
** Any replacement sheet containing such amendments must be referred to under item 1 and annexed to this report. 
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V, Reasoned statement under Rule 66.2(a)(ii) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial appUcability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 



1. STATEMENT 

Novelty (N) 



Claims 1-4 



YES 



Claims NONE 



NO 



Inventive Step (IS) 
Industrial Applicability (IA) 



Claims NONE 



Claims 1-4 



_YES 
NO 



Claims 1-4 



Claims NONE 



YES 
NO 



2 ciaL^ T S^S^™Article 33(3) as being obvious over applicant's adnuttrf prior art figures 1A and JBIn 
Swtf toS*«M9 r pS^A and IB disclose a dip casing base portion 13. a damp portion H tevmg opposing fevers 
21^,^^^ spS and form a channel, and a P mZting aperture 17. abase having ^^^S^SSS^ 
Jie portion and to stmcSe^pecificationa. line 1). Figures 1A and IB disclose all of 1—^ of Je ^f^™ 
accent for the at least two mounting apertures, the polytetrafluoroethylene, and an anu-frict,on insert member, taura Reaches that it 
S2n tt fLw «S3SaS«i insert member comprising an elongated shaft portion (near 3), a central channel C«*« 
eceS.aSgitudinal slot (see figure 2A. and column 3. line 10). a flange oneach end to™^ * " EJ&i IB 

would haw beenobvious to one having ordinary skill in the art to have modified the applicant's admitted^iorart V^J* 8 
Sve deluded Ore anti-friction inserfas taught by Imura for the purpose of to prevent *e tubular member 
clip. It would have been obvious to one having ordinary sldll in the art to have modeled Figures 1A ^ IB to 
mounting aperture to the base portions since such a modification is merely a duphcahon of J^^^S? 
within the level of one skilled in the art. It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill ^ ^ to h^e ™™ J; 
Figures 1A and IB to have made the insert member of polytetrafluoroethylene. smcerttetoMtobem^g^^ 
ofH^rker in the art to select a known material on the basis of its suitability for the mtendeduse as a inatter of ^v^us toign 
choice and the applicant has not disclose how the material is a critical element of the invention. In re Leshm, 125 USPQ 416. 
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